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STATEMENT OF TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
As a teacher, my aim is to give my students not only the actual knowledge of how to make music but also the analytical skills essential to an understanding the connection between the technical and physical playing and the quality of the sound produced by the instrument as well as finding the quickest and the least complicated ways to achieve the excellence of playing and interpreting musical compositions written in various periods of the history.  My teaching method incorporates and combines the knowledge of playing the piano, knowledge of harmony and theory, necessary to understand musical forms and phrasing, as well as the history and development of such a rich and powerful instrument as piano.

Interpretation always involves research on the period instruments, phrasing, articulation, ornaments as well as common practices in music. Reasoning interpretation is another important point in my teaching method. There is no good or wrong interpretation, if it is supported by the necessary knowledge on the style and its fair translation onto the keyboard. For instance Bach is one of my favorite composers to research. The freedom of the ornamentation in Bach’s keyboard music is based on the Italian and French treatises, which were highly influential. I am very enthusiastic about exploring such topics with my prospective students. My goal is to make them understand there is a tight connection between the history, instrument, acoustics, theory and the sound. 

Since I am an active performer and deal with concert environment on a regular basis, I believe I have the knowledge and the personality well suiting and tailored to effectively help the students develop their pianistic and musical skills. I am a fair grader and my instructions and effective and enjoyable.

Whenever possible, I try to tailor the teaching of subject matter to the needs and interests of students in my classes, trying to equip them for a future in which they can make use of the skills they learn from me.  While doing this, I also strive to serve as a positive role model. 
I have observed that students can have quite different learning styles. I attempt to identify the learning styles of the students in my courses and then to tailor my teaching strategies to accommodate and challenge all of them.  The obvious challenge of successfully teaching one class having students with varying learning styles is a serious one, requiring adaptability, experience, and insight on the part of the instructor.  I use the following methods in meeting this challenge:

1)  I employ a varied curriculum.  Each of my courses includes a mix of required and suggested readings, lectures, discussions, papers/essays, and small-group exercises.  Compartmentalizing each of these, I attempt to maintain a pace that does not leave anyone behind yet one that is also dynamic and challenging.  The examinations similarly contain a variety of question-types.
2)  I employ varied media and technology.  With each successive semester that I have taught, I have used such instructional technologies as: overhead, PowerPoint outline, video clips, audio files, and the internet.
3)  I exhibit my genuine interest in the education and welfare of my students.  I am very positive, energetic, enthusiastic about teaching and dedicated to the music profession and especially to the students.  Students sense this and respond well.  Knowing that their instructor will spend extra time with them if necessary, will meet to discuss their progress and performance--or to discuss extracurricular matters that may be causing them concern, will give them advice and counsel about academic or non-academic matters, and will do everything in his power to allow them to succeed in class and to flourish as students, has drawn out the sometimes latent talents of my students and made them respond by doing their best for me.  

My philosophy of what it takes to be an effective educator involves more than just knowing one’s subject well.  That is a “given”; but being a good teacher goes well beyond that.  There must be a commitment to the teaching profession and, above all, to the students; one must want to see students realize the fullest measure of their potential inside and outside of class.  This begins with trying to ensure students comprehend the course material and extends to engaging a student’s active participation in the enhancement of study skills, perhaps the selection of a major, and even the planning of a career-- all the while making each individual student feel an ever-greater sense of personal efficacy.  Students sense that I am always available for help.  My genuine concern for each student’s progress and welfare is evident to my classes, and students have responded to this, in turn, by their increased engagement of course material as well as greater involvement in their academic life in general.  I try to motivate my students, challenging them to do well and giving them every opportunity to do so.  This is part of why I love the teaching profession; it is because I am dedicated to students and will do all in my power to help them realize their potential.  This is a mission to which I am committed, heart and soul.
PAGE  
2

